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78
in the world for graduate 

employability

1,666
PhD students

167,177m2

of science, engineering and 
innovation-related facilities 



No.1 for  
GRADUATE EDUCATION

UCD has over 9,000 graduate students, 
almost 20% of whom are graduate research 
students. Over 1600 PhD students benefit 
from the research-led education at UCD.

 » Globally recognised for excellence in 
teaching and learning – 14 subjects are 
ranked in the top 100 in the world (QS 
World University Ranking by Subject 
2019). 

 » UCD is ranked number one Irish 
university in the US News & World 
Report’s Best Global University Rankings 

 » Sunday Times University of the Year 
2020

No.1 for  
GRADUATE EMPLOYABILITY 

For the third year in a row, UCD is ranked 
number one in Ireland and 78th in the world 
for graduate employability by QS World 
University Rankings. 

UCD is unique in Ireland in having a 
dedicated Career & Skills Adviser for 
graduate research students. 

No.1 for  
RESEARCH

UCD has the highest volume of publications 
across all Irish universities. It is the number 
one university globally on citations per paper 
in the area of Food Science.

No.1 for  
GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

UCD is the most connected and networked 
university with government, industry and 
society in Ireland. UCD is an active member 
of many international education networks, 
such as Universitas 21 (U21), UNICA and 
the World University Network and is a 
collaborator on research papers with all 
universities in the Top 100 Times Higher 
Education 2020 rankings.

No.1 for  
GLOBAL COMMUNITY

As the number one university of destination 
for international students coming to Ireland, 
international students make up 29% of the 
student body. International academics make 
up 30% of UCD’s faculty and over 50% 
of UCD research-funded staff is non-Irish. 
The UCD alumni network is also an active, 
influential and truly international body with 
288,000 alumni living in 169 countries.

EQUALITY,  
DIVERSITY AND  
INCLUSION

UCD is committed to creating an 
environment where diversity is celebrated 
and everyone is treated fairly regardless of 
gender, age, race, disability, ethnic origin, 
religion, sexual orientation, civil status, 
family status, or membership of the travelling 
community. UCD has received its second 
Athena SWAN Bronze institutional award in 
recognition of the university’s work towards 
gender equality. 

Welcome
I am delighted that you are considering 
UCD as your university of choice to 
pursue graduate education. UCD is 
ranked within the top 1% of higher 
education institutions worldwide. UCD 
is Ireland’s leader in graduate education 
with over 9,000 graduate students, 
and almost a quarter of those being 
graduate research students. UCD is one 
of Europe’s leading research-intensive 
universities and, as Ireland’s number one 
university for research funding, we are 
at the forefront of global knowledge and 
research studies that have real societal 
impact.

Professor Barbara Dooley 
Dean of Graduate Studies

WHY CHOOSE 
UCD?

1Rising to the Future | Theme

University College Dublin
Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland.

www.ucd.ie

View 
the UCD 
Strategy: 

Rising to the 
Future

Learn more about EDI at UCD

https://thinkbigger.ucd.ie/employability/
https://thinkbigger.ucd.ie/employability/
https://thinkbigger.ucd.ie/employability/
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/rankings
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-global-universities/rankings
https://universitas21.com/
https://www.unica-network.eu/
https://wun.ac.uk/
http://www.ucd.ie/equality


€587m
won in externally funded  

research in last 5 years

Top 1%
5 UCD professors are among 
the top 1% of the most cited 

researchers in the world

KEY FACT
UCD has collaborated on papers 
with researchers from more than 
130 countries. These papers are 
cited by other researchers at a 
rate that is 71% above the world 
average.



WHY CHOOSE 
RESEARCH AT 
UCD?
University College Dublin is one of Europe’s leading research-
intensive universities, delivering research and innovation at 
scale and in areas of national and global significance.

Key Facts box/Graphic  - logo incorporate this (or 
some of ot) : https://www.ucd.ie/research/impact/
factsfigures/

Professor Patricia Maguire 

Patricia Maguire is a Professor at the UCD 
School of Biomolecular and Biomedical 
Science. Patricia holds a PhD from UCD. 
She is an award-winning researcher and 
current Director of the UCD Institute 
for Discovery. She is an interdisciplinary 
scientist interested in the intersection 
of Artificial Intelligence with Biomedical 
Science. She has earned a global reputation 
for platelet biology research and investigates 
various inflammatory diseases including 
preeclampsia, multiple sclerosis, venous 
thromboembolism and COVID-19. She was 
a founding member of UCD Women in the 
Sciences. 

Professor Ian O’Donnell MRIA

Ian O’Donnell is full Professor of Criminology 
in the UCD Sutherland School of Law. 
Previously, he was Director of the Irish 
Penal Reform Trust, Research Officer at the 
Oxford University Centre for Criminological 
Research, and Research Assistant at the 
University of London. Professor O’Donnell is 
an Adjunct Fellow of Linacre College, Oxford; 
a Chartered Psychologist and Fellow of the 
British Psychological Society; a Fellow of 
the Royal Historical Society; a Member of 
the Academia Europaea; and a Member of 
the Royal Irish Academy. His most recent 
books (both published by Oxford University 
Press) are Justice, Mercy, and Caprice: 
Clemency and the Death Penalty in Ireland 
and Prisoners, Solitude, and Time. He was the 
recipient of the Dean of Graduate Studies 
Award for Excellence in Supervision in 
2020.
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Research at UCD underpins national research and technology institutes and centres: 

Strategic Themes
We achieve this by prioritising excellence and 
impact, investing in our people and providing 
a culture and environment in which they are 
supported to deliver across the university’s 
strategic themes: 

Ireland’s Leading Research 
University
UCD has the highest volume of publications 
across all Irish universities. It is in the top 1% 
of global universities on citations per paper in 
the area of Agriculture and Food Science.

International Success
UCD has had success in many of the most 
prestigious European awards, including the 
European Research Council and Marie 
Sklodowska-Curie schemes.

Funding
UCD has an excellent track record in 
attracting external funding for research 
projects with over €587 million in externally 
funded research in the last 5 years.

Expertise Worth Sharing 
At UCD, our expertise in asking the right 
questions delivers answers to challenges 
of global significance. Visit our website to 
explore many areas of expertise in which 
UCD is making an impact.

Visit Expertise Worth Sharing website

Creating a 
Sustainable  
Global Society

Transforming 
Through Digital 
Technology

Building a  
Healthy World

Empowering 
Humanity

https://www.ucd.ie/sbbs/
https://www.ucd.ie/sbbs/
https://www.ucd.ie/sbbs/
https://www.ucd.ie/discovery/
https://www.ucd.ie/discovery/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/supervisorresources/professionaldevelopmentforsupervisors/deanaward/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/supervisorresources/professionaldevelopmentforsupervisors/deanaward/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/supervisorresources/professionaldevelopmentforsupervisors/deanaward/
https://erc.europa.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/
https://expertise.ucd.ie/


144
Nationalities within  

the student body

8,574
international students

30% 
International academics  

make up 30% of UCD’s faculty



A GLOBAL 
UNIVERSITY
UCD combines its distinctively Irish outlook with its powerful 
global impact and is the most connected and networked 
university with government, industry and society in Ireland.

UCD is engaged in partnerships including such networks as  
Universitas 21, the Worldwide Universities Network (WUN), UNICA and the EUA, UK Council for Graduate Education, EUACDE and Orpheus. 

Learn more about Partnership Collaborations

Dublin’s Tech Hub
Ireland is considered the gateway to Europe 
via our membership of the European 
Union.  Our unique position in terms of 
pro-business economy, educated English-
speaking workforce and tech focus has 
meant that Dublin is home to world leaders 
in technology as well as numerous start-ups 
and ventrure capital firms: many located in 
the Grand Canal Dock district nicknamed 
‘Silicon Docks’, only 10 minutes from the 
UCD campus.

Global Reputation
UCD is recognised worldwide with 
international accreditations for UCD degrees 
from the world’s leading professional 
organisations in Veterinary Medicine, 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Regional 
and Urban Planning, and Engineering.

Global Outlook
UCD is ideally positioned in Dublin, Ireland’s 
cosmopolitan capital city, with one of the 
largest urban campuses in Europe. Ranked 
in the top 1% of higher education institutes 
worldwide. Students love the flexible 
curriculum and research-intensive academic 
staff comprising of leading global thought 
leaders and influencers.

UCD has a dedicated unit, UCD Global, that 
offers extensive global study opportunities 
and partnerships as well as support for our 
community of international students.  

Visit UCD Global website

Global Collaboration
UCD has numerous partnerships and 
research collaborations with renowned 
educational institutions across the globe.   
UCD faculty engage in international research 
collaborations, sharing and contributing 
to a global bank of knowledge. UCD is a 
collaborator on research papers with all 
universities in the Top 100 Times Higher 
Education 2020 Rankings. The impact of UCD 
researchers has been felt around the world 
and has led to UCD’s being ranked the top 
university in Ireland for research.

Global Connections
UCD has 288,000 global alumni spread 
throughout 169 countries. This global alumni 
network provides a powerful connection 
between UCD and today’s globalised society. 
To further expand this global engagement, 
UCD has developed a network of Global 
Centres in North America, UAE, India, China 
and Malaysia; each of which provides a hub 
of research and education connections for 
students, faculty, alumni and partners.

https://universitas21.com/
https://wun.ac.uk/
http://www.unica-network.eu/
https://eua.eu/
http://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/aboutus/partnershipscollaborations
http://www.ucd.ie/global




RESEARCH  
PROGRAMMES
A research degree, i.e. a research master’s degree, MD degree, 
PhD or professional doctorate, involves the sustained and 
in-depth study of a specific topic that is then written up as a 
thesis for examination. 
 

View specifics of all research 
programmes across the 6 UCD Colleges 
in our Postgraduate Prospectus

UCD 2021
POSTGRADUATE 
PROSPECTUS
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View Postgraduate Prospectus

NFQ Level 9 9 10 10

Duration FT: 1-2 Years/PT: Years FT: 2 Years/PT: 4 Years FT: 3-4 Years/PT: 5-6 Years FT: 3-4 Years/PT: 4-6 Years

Award The research masters 
provides education and 
training in a particular 
subject through original 
exploration and Research.

The MD degree provides 
advanced education and 
training in medical research 
for medical graduates where 
they make a significant 
contribution to knowledge.

The UCD PhD includes 
several innovative measures 
designed to support 
the student in making a 
substantial and original 
contribution to knowledge, 
normally leading to peer-
reviewed publications. The 
final thesis is assessed at a 
viva-voce examination.

The professional doctorate is 
awarded where the outcome 
of the research makes a 
significant contribution to 
knowledge and where the 
student demonstrates the 
capacity to apply knowledge 
within a professional practice 
setting. The final thesis is 
assessed at a viva-voce 
examination.

Research 
Master’s

MD UCD PhD
Professional 

Doctorate

UCD offers four types of research degrees:

Research degrees involve students carrying 
out their own research and academic study 
under the guidance of their academic 
supervisor(s), supported by a Research 
Studies Panel. 

For more details on particular courses, use 
the Graduate Course Finder: 

Graduate Course Finder

https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/researchprogrammes/keypointsonresearchprogrammes/researchmastersnutshell/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/researchprogrammes/keypointsonresearchprogrammes/researchmastersnutshell/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/researchprogrammes/keypointsonresearchprogrammes/mdinanutshell/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/researchprogrammes/keypointsonresearchprogrammes/phdinanutshell/
http://Professional Doctorate
http://Professional Doctorate
https://sisweb.ucd.ie/usis/W_HU_REPORTING.P_LAUNCH_REPORT?p_report=GS500


92% 7%
UCD research graduates in 

employment within a year of 
graduation*

in further education*

*Source: 2017 Graduate Outcomes Survey
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CAREER 
PROSPECTS
UCD research programme graduates benefit from 
opportunities in UCD’s vibrant postdoc community as well as 
further afield. 
A qualification from a university of UCD’s reputation places research graduates in a strong 
position when it comes to job hunting. For the third year in a row, University College Dublin is 
ranked number one in Ireland and 78th in the world for graduate employability by QS World 
University Rankings. In 2017, 92% of UCD research graduates were employed 1-year post-
award, and a further 7% were in further education. 

UCD graduate research students have advice & support from a dedicated Career & Skills 
Adviser, to help guide them to careers in a variety of sectors. UCD is the only Irish university 
with this dedicated support and UCD research graduates fare above the national average in 
securing careers post-award.

UCD research graduates have found career pathways in the following areas:

 » Industry

 » PostDocs

 » Academia

 » Governance

 » Research Institutes

 » NGOs

 » Policy organisations

 » Public Service

 » Funding organisations    
 (such as SFI & IRC) 

 » Start-up Sector

 » European Union

 » United Nations

Start-up culture is strong at UCD via 
our NovaUCD Innovation Hub. 

NovaUCD is the hub of innovation-
related activities at UCD nurturing and 
supporting high-tech and knowledge-
intensive spin-in and spin-out 
companies through our purpose-built 
and state-of-the-art facilities and 
through our comprehensive support 
programme. 

Learn more about Innovation at UCD

Dr Daragh Whelan 

Co-founder and CSO, 
Output Sports Ltd

A UCD sports technology 
spin-out, Output Sports 
was awarded €20,000 
for ‘Best Early Stage 
Company’ at the 2019 
Intertrade Ireland 
Seedcorn Investor 
Readiness Competition.

Dr Paul McGettigan

Director of Data Science, 
DSAI at Novartis

Responsible for 
genomics research which 
identified early access 
to new protocols aided 
a switch to the RNAseq 
technology for gene 
expression experiments.

Dr Louise Dolphin

Aukland UniServices Ltd

Coordinator for Jigsaw, 
a project responsible 
for supporting the 
mental health of 4,000 
young people in 2015. 
and responsible for 
supporting the mental 
health of over 4000 
young people during the 
2015 project.

Dr Claire O’ Connell

Adjunct Professor at UCD 
School of Biomolecular 
and Biomedical Science

Science writer and a 
regular contributor to The 
Irish Times. 

2016 Irish Science Writer 
of the Year.

https://www.ucd.ie/innovation/




Hear from some of our current and  
previous graduate students:

www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/studywithus/ 
whyucd/testimonials

RESEARCH 
SUPPORT
UCD Student Advisers
UCD has a dedicated Student Adviser for 
graduate research students. UCD Student 
Advisers assist students to find pathways 
to deal with financial, personal, social and 
emotional issues and can provide advice on 
UCD policies, procedures and services. 

Visit Student Advisers website

IT Services for Researchers
UCD has a dedicated IT Services unit 
available to graduate research students. A 
large selection of useful software is available 
to students as well as technical support. 
Research IT provides high-performance 
computing and computational resources such 
as Matlab which are ideal for researchers 
who require access to substantial computing 
resources.  

Visit IT Services website

Library Support for Researchers 
UCD Library offers dedicated support to 
graduate research students. Guidance is 
offered on appropriate journals for your 
publication, promoting your research as well 
as monitoring and tracking your research 
impact. The Library also offers workshops for 
researchers.

Visit Library website

See Overview of Library Services 
for Researchers

UCD Writing Centre 
The Writing Centre is open to all UCD 
students and their services may be 
particularly helpful for research students. 
The Centre offers occasional workshops on 
different writing topics, as well as the very 
popular individual writing sessions.

Visit UCD Writing Centre website

Careers Support
Ranked No.1 in Ireland for employability, 
UCD Careers Network offers a one-to-one 
dedicated consultancy service as well as 
bespoke workshops for graduate research 
students. 

We are unique in Ireland in having a 
dedicated Career & Skills Adviser for 
graduate research students (available to 
you up to two years after completing).  
Whether you are planning for a career in 
academia, research or the labour market, our 
applications, CV and mock interview support 
will help you get there. 

Visit Careers Support website

View all  
services and  

supports

See more details about university facilities 
and services on our beautiful parkland 
campus in the Postgraduate Prospectus

Click here for more

Take our Virtual interactive tour of 
University College Dublin Campus

https://www.ucd.ie/studentadvisers/
 https://www.ucd.ie/itservices/ourservices/researchit/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/servicessupportsforresearchstudents/library/
https://libguides.ucd.ie/ld.php?content_id=19659082
https://libguides.ucd.ie/ld.php?content_id=19659082
http://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/servicessupportsforresearchstudents/writingcentre
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/servicessupportsforresearchstudents/careerprogression/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/servicessupportsforresearchstudents/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/servicessupportsforresearchstudents/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/servicessupportsforresearchstudents/
https://online.flowpaper.com/7a7d075e1/PostgraduateProspectus2021/#page=24
https://www.ucd.ie/global/study-at-ucd/campustours/
http://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/studywithus/
whyucd/testimonials
https://online.flowpaper.com/7a7d075e1/PostgraduateProspectus2021/#page=24




IS A RESEARCH 
DEGREE FOR ME? 
UCD has a vibrant research culture and UCD students and 
researchers receive funding from a variety of organisations to 
further innovative research objectives. 
Some of the key attributes for undertaking a research programme:

 » Are you passionate about a subject area?

 » Do you wish to do research on an original topic?

 » Are you comfortable with self-directed work and determined?

 » Have you identified a funding source or can you finance your studies?  

Then a Research Degree could be for you!

PhD Journey

Identify a 
Supervisor

Determine 
your area of 
interest

Check English 
language 
requirements

Stage 1: 

Develop your 
research skills

Define 
your plan

Initiate 
research

Stage Transfer 
Assessment

 

Stage 2

Submit 
Thesis

Complete 
Research 
Project

ApplicationApplication

View full PhD lifecycle graphic online      Apply Now

A Full Educational Experience 
Graduate research students at UCD 
benefit from a suite of holistic supports 
and training:

 » The guidance of a Research Studies 
Panel (RSP), who provide advice 
and support both to you and your 
supervisor(s).

 » Every research student completes a 
Research Professional Development 
Plan (RPDP), to ensure that your 
work is clearly focused on achieving 
your research and professional 
development goals.

 » The opportunity to take cross-
disciplinary Transferable Skills 
courses, enabling you to develop 
skills across a multiplicity of domains 
including data management and 
innovation. 

 » Taught modules relevant to your 
area of research or for professional 
development. These taught modules 
are intended to facilitate research 
and provide you with important 
transferable skills, enhancing your 
career trajectory.

mailto:https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/phdlifecycle/?subject=
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/studywithus/applicationprocess/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/researchprogrammes/supervisionresearchstudiespanel/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/researchprogrammes/supervisionresearchstudiespanel/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/trainingdevelopment/rpdp/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/trainingdevelopment/rpdp/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/trainingdevelopment/
https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/researchstudenthub/trainingdevelopment/taughtmodulesforresearchstudents/
http://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/ZXl3uBlFTbE




3 RESEARCH FUNDING 
OPTIONS 
 

We advise you to contact the UCD 
School in which you are interested to 
ask about current funding possibilities.  
In addition, please see below a non-
exhaustive list regarding other sources 
of funding. 

 » UCD Schools  
www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/
collegesandschools 

 » UCD Fees, Funding & Scholarships  
www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/
studywithus/
feesfundingscholarships 

 » Irish Research Council  
www.research.ie 

 » Science Foundation Ireland 
www.sfi.ie 

 » Health Research Board  
www.hrb.ie

 » Universities Ireland  
www.universitiesireland.ie 

 » NUI  
www.nui.ie/awards/
postgraduates.asp 

 » Environmental Protection Agency  
www.epa.ie 

 » Teagasc  
www.teagasc.ie

 » Irish Cancer Society  
www.cancer.ie 

 » European Commission  
cordis.europa.eu/home_en.html

HOW TO APPLY: 
OVERVIEW

Note:
For international students, you should first check with grant-awarding bodies in your 
own country.

For more information on funding and details about how to apply, we would advise that 
you talk to your potential supervisor. 

Learn more about the full application process

1 IDENTIFY A SUITABLE 
SUPERVISOR IN YOUR 
PREFERRED AREA OF  

          STUDY 
You must research your target 
programme and contact a potential 
supervisor before you begin the 
application process. Here are some 
resources to help you to identify a 
potential supervisor in UCD.

 » UCD School Webpages  
www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/
collegesandschools

 » UCD Research Profiles  
https://people.ucd.ie

 » UCD Graduate Course Finder  
www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/
coursesearch

2 CONTACT THE 
POTENTIAL 
SUPERVISOR

Some suggested items to include in 
your initial brief contact email: 

 » Why you wish to enter a Research 
Programme 

 » Your academic background

 » Ways the academic member of 
staff‘s area of research will match 
your background and education 

 » Make it clear you are familiar with 
their work 

 » Your academic awards or 
highlights 

 » Your research experience 

 » Ask the potential supervisor if 
they are accepting new research 
students in the coming academic 
year

mailto:https://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/studywithus/applicationprocess/?subject=


Apply Now to a Research Programme at UCD

Fees, Funding & Scholarships

Graduate Course Search

View Postgraduate Prospectus

UCD Graduate Studies  
www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies

http://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/studywithus/applicationprocess
http://www.ucd.ie/graduatestudies/studywithus/feesfundingscholarships
https://sisweb.ucd.ie/usis/W_HU_REPORTING.P_LAUNCH_REPORT?p_report=GS500

